Introduction
In 1802 an enslaved man named Jean-Pierre was accused of beating a white man named François Barthélemy in front of a bakery in Gustavia, the capital of Sweden's Caribbean colony of St. Barthélemy. Witnesses claimed that it was the white man who had attacked Jean-Pierre, and no one had actually seen the slave returning the blows. However, as it was strictly forbidden for slaves to lay a hand on white people, Jean-Pierre was convicted for his insubordinate behavior. He had answered insolently, the court maintained, and was guilty of having 'intentions' to hit a white person.1 The five Swedish members of the court did not agree on the number of lashes he deserved, and after a vote an average number was calculated in a spirit of compromise (Figure 10 .1). Jean-Pierre was whipped 32 times à quatre piquets, i.e., strung up between four poles on the ground in front of the guard house in Gustavia. This judgment, motivated by what was often referred to as the 'colonial law,' contradicted two important tenets of Swedish metropolitan law: first, that insufficient proof required acquittal; and second, that when a court could not agree on a sentence, the more lenient punishment was to be chosen.2
Serfdom had been abolished in Sweden in the 14th century, but with the acquisition of St. Barthélemy in 1784 Sweden became a slaveholding nation. The government in Stockholm instructed that Swedish law was to apply on the island. However, colonial officials soon realised that metropolitan law was insufficient to control a slave society. Local decrees were immediately issued and in 1787 the governor proclaimed an ordinance that regulated in detail the lives of the enslaved and free black population. It was proclaimed in French and English -no Swedish version was ever issued. The law was a shortened adaptation of a French ordinance, issued at Martinique in 1783 and part of the extensive body of French colonial law that often goes under the collective name of Code noir, the Black Law.3 This chapter is a brief analysis of how a mixed judicial system vis-à-vis the black population was developed and implemented on the island.
The governmental archive created during the Swedish administration, the Fonds Suédois de Saint Barthélemy, which contains some 330 volumes, was handed over to the French authorities when the island was sold back to France in 1878. It is now held in the French colonial archives -Archives nationales d'outre mer -in Aix-en-Provence.4 Parts of the archive were microfilmed in the 1970s, but with varied results in terms of legibility. Many documents are extremely fragile, and the Fonds Suédois has been closed for consultationhors communication -for several decades. A digitization project with the aim of making the entire archive publicly accessible is now underway by the author, however, allowing for an examination here.
The Fonds Suédois presents many challenges. With regard to the court protocols, for example, most documents from the colony's first fifteen years are missing. These papers were probably destroyed during the British occupation of the island 1801-1802. Nevertheless, considering the common problems of archival survival in the Caribbean, it is an extremely rich source of information for the Swedish period and more generally the period's intertwined Caribbean history.
Limited research has been conducted concerning the almost century-long (1784-1878) Swedish possession of St. Barthélemy. Tellingly, only two doctoral dissertations exist that examine the Swedish period, the first from 1888 and the 
